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Question 2

17 Novice Street
Singapore 455617

19 July 2024

Dear Uncle Ng,

How have you been? Thank you for entrusting me with the task of choosing a
venue for Jayden’s birthday partyl All three venues seem very attractive. After
studying them carefully and taking into consideration Jayden's preferences, |
do feel confident that he will prefer to have the party at ‘The Magic Hall’.

As we all know, Jayden is very interested in magic fricks and enjoys magic
performances. Every chance he gets, he watches magic performances on
television and on YouTubel | remember an occasion when he was fascinated

Sender’s full cddress
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Salutation

Greetings

State your choice

Link your choice to
your cousin’s interest,
Add a persondl

by a simple coin trick | performed for him, and he begged me to teach him

anecdote to help

how I did it. As the magic show is an interactive one, having the chance to take
part in performing the magic tricks is not only an opportunity he will definitely
cherish, but will also be greatly entertaining fo his guests. Additionally, The
Magic Hall' provides magic accessories as welcome gifts, which | am sure
Jayden will find extremely interesting as they will add to his growing collection
of ‘magical items’l A delicious catered meal is also provided, taking the
headache of planning and preparing food and beverages for the event away

from youl Hence, ‘The Magic Hall’ is the most suitable venue for everyone

involved.

The other two options are also quite appealing. However, for The Art
Sanctuary’, the fun of painting may wear off after a while and may resemble
art classes at school, which will probably not sit well with the guests. As
many of the guests are young children who may be afraid of loud sounds like
balloons bursting, ‘The Balloon Room’ may not be a good option.

I believe that the party should be held in ‘The Magic Hall’, which will provide
the most fun and entertainment to Jayden as well as the guests attending his
birthday party. Do let me know if you need any more help. | hope Jayden will
have an unforgettable birthday party!

Your loving nephew,

Charles

(326 words)

justify the link.
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3 Describe the popular pastimes among teenagers today.

A pastime is defined as an activity thot allows time to pass pleasantly, and it is

unique to each individual. However, os a distinct group,
T T e !
enioy certain kinds of aclivities, |

teenagers generally
hquwi\gﬁj\leﬁ@g them_sail down drains. Nowadays, with the
Odv.em of technology, feencgem into the online world of
social media ang inferactive games,

h0n|m|e social mediq o lications such as Facebook, Instagram and TikTok are
e

Definition of the term
‘pastime’
Compore past ond
present.

State direction of

essay.

Topic sentence / Point

v opula joi .
'J—E_E__l_r among young people loday. Users can join online networks
to interact with other peo

also send Ple and 1o reconnect with old friends. People can
nd messages, update their personal profiles to notify friends about

themsely . ; i
a ®s and post Pictures online. TikTok has become g complete addiction
mon ungsters, with its eas fo-navigate interface and

confent to keep its users entertained, The scrollin feature
‘ ed a new term: doomscrolling, which refers to the action of
mindlessly scrollin through the virtually limitles

s videos and causin teenagers
to_spend many ho s on it. Wi

th the short attention span of teenagers tod
- . . " gers uy’
using social mediq applications is their go-to pastime.

the vast amount of
of the application

the participants do not have to gather in one place
to play and they are ofte

% n given the freedom fo choose the backgrounds and
personalities of their characters, also known as ‘avatars’.

gamer, so these games
. An extremely popular MMORPG now is * alorant’,

a_game that is often paired with_an online communication platform called
‘Discord’ as its

layers need to cemmunicate with each other dyring pla . One
of the great attractions of this game is that it allows players from all over the

world to play together. With MMORPG, teenagers enjoy interacting with other

teenagers who live in other countries, and in the process of playing the games,
make new friends.

Certainly, teenagers are not restricted to only online activities as a way to

pass their ime. There are many other pastimes common to teenagers as well,
including perennial favourites of going fo the movies or meeting up with
friends. However, the changing profile of the younger generation—as one that

is more technologically savvy—means that the nature of pastimes is changing
to encompass more online pursuits.

(477 words)
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The school uniform is gn_nmpo;lgnt__y@bp_l_qf‘|deqﬂy to the school and is o
Means to cultivate in sfpdems_q_mnm-QL@LQngin&@ﬁijﬂ%_iE
"0 source of d_ebq_?e\qs\_l_q whether schools
can_do without school niforms, on_ -grounds that one’s individuality s
being compromised ' |

...... fy is

r \,\Ch\OO' uniform or ¢
- =N N N N NN

Apart from instilling a sense of belon in

to the school, school uniforms also
serve the funclion of ensurin

vality. With students coming from varying
, life at school may become competition grounds
Y. and can therefore, buy the most expensive
cation is likely to be pushed into the background
as students put more emphasis on their apparel than their academics. Those
who are welloff are likely 1o buy more expensive and possibly more flashy
clothes, while those xheépﬁs,&wieasw@a.w&hw
the more @x@nqLM@&&e@emmmwm
the gla ina.ﬂjﬁ@@szmskwgmwsmmmﬂ&@m
School uniforms are needed 1o ensure students appear to be on equal footing.

for who has the most mone

clothing. The purpose of edy

Extending the above point, if school uniforms were banned,
fashion and fq

ds combined with
——————12 100s combined with p

spend money on

the interest in
eer_pressure could lead to pressure to
the latest fashion aitire that some families can ill afford. In
Singapore, the cost of school uniforms is intentionally kept low so that every
family can afford them. By standardising attire for students, this avoids the
problem of students irying to keep up with appearances in order to fit in with
@ desired group. A branded Tshit like one that hails from o certain football

team can easily cost up to $80 or more while a simple T-shirt from Giordano

SQ,SLSM School uniforms help ensure the students’ focus remain on
what is important: their education.

On_a utilitarian level, the homogeneity of uniforms can help promote safely

‘School uniforms qre Unnecessary.’ Do you agree? Why or why not?

State the imporfance

of school uniforms.
The use of "However"
moves the essay in a
different direction.
Thesis statement

Topic sentence / Point
Elaboration

Example

Link

Topic sentence / Point

Elaboration

Example

Link

in_schools. Because students can be easily identified, it would be easier for
authorities to identify intruders—those who are not supposed to be within the
school premises and those who may pose threats fo the students’ suffaly. Stud“e-nls
who go on field trips can also be more easily accounted for. While travelling

on public transport, other commuters can quickl know who to contact should

any_mishap befall a student from school. It can therefore be seen that school
uniforms promotes safety for students in school and in public spaces.
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same may argue that school uniforms are highly regimented and stifle one’s
individuality that could otherwise have been oxpressed through what he or she

wears, However, where does one draw the line if overyone is free 1o express
themselves through

their oulfit? Would clothes with inappropriate exposure of
skin

be allowed, such as haller dresses and midriff lops? What about shirts
with inappropriate insignia, for example, clothing with vulgar language or
representing otherwise objectionable connections, such as gang membership?

It would thus be much easier 1o have a uniform than to monitor independently
chosen clothing.

On the whole, school uniforms are necessary to avoid unnecessary comparisons
and to promo

te safety, even though it is true that uniforms do, 1o a certain
oxtent, suppross individuality. However, who is o say that individuality cannot
9 exprossed

: In other forms such as the bags, shoes and even pencil cases
that students ysep Hence, | firmly beliave that uniforms are a necessary part of
schools,

(622 words)

The foremost factor in a practical socie

the monetary rewards the career path

ty such as Singapore tends 1o be
hypocritical to not list thi

the emotional, mental

demands of o iob become overwhelming,
one’s life is in danger?

quire. After all, should the
what benefit would money yield if

Whether the career is one that s meaningful and grants personal safisfaction
would be another point of consideration,

1o persevere even through fryin
troughs but if one is personall
the job is not merely a means

lob satisfaction can mofivate one
g times. All occupations have their peaks and
y committed to the value of one's actions, then

to an end but an activity that makes a person a
contributor to something that they believe in.

A job that is rewarding financially, yet is not sustainable in the long run, may

prove to be extremely risky. An unstable career path could end up in a erisis
due to some unforeseen circumstances. Embarking on a relatively steady

occupation may prove fo be less interesting but it would be a wiser decision
and with less harmful consequences.
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Another factor that affects my decision would also be the available chaices
in the local job market. Closely related are the courses one is able to attend
to equip oneself wilh the skills required for the job. The cost in terms of time
and other resources lo atlend the requisite institute of learning, if beyond one's
ability to afford, will restrict the choices available. Al times, scholarships are
available 1o overcome such dilficullies, removing some of the obstructions.

Il the job is one that can only be found elsewhere, the longterm effects of
migrating will also have 1o be carefully measured.

Therefore, the financiol rewards, job satisfaction, stability and costs pertaining
o a career are factors that | would consider carefully before committing to any

job.

6 ‘We should exercise every day.” What are your views?

Exercise is good for us. This is true to a cerlain extent, considering how a lack
of regular exercise might make our muscles weak, as well as cause our hear!
and lungs to function poorly. However, do we really need to exercise daily?

While_our_body benefits from regular exercise, there are

» oo
on_how_excessive exercise can_be counlerproductive or even harmful to

our. bodies. Exercising every day may expose ourselves to the risk of over-
exercising.

First, extreme exercise such as marathons Irigger_heart rhythm abnormalities

Discuss the cost (in
larms of finance and
availability) of a
career choice

Conclusion

General statements
regarding the main
lopic: exercise
Rhetorical question
Make a case for the_
risks involved when_
one over-exercises.

and increases the possibility of a permanenlly damaged heart. Scientists have
revealed that the limit of pressure an individual's heart can take varies from
one lo another. In other words, not every person responds to the same exercise
in the same way. The rise in popularity of social media has perhaps distorted
the perception of exercise, and many may put their ideal weight and figure
ahead of respecting the limils of their bodies. Therefore, exercising daily may
result in one pushing that limit and risking the health of his or her heart,

Second, when people siart exercising, they often do it with litle or no

Topic sentence / Point
Elaboration

Link

supervision from a Irained professional. The ideal amount of exercise for @
beginner is set at thrice a week and no longer than 60 minutes per session,
and even this is just a general guideline. Many beginners have a great deal of
enthusiasm, and they often take on @ more demanding exercise routine than
they should, thinking that they would see more positive results sooner. This
could potentially lead to muscle strains and injuries to specific muscle groups.
Although those who exercise regularly face a lower risk of such injuries, they
can still risk injuries from over-exercising as they confinue to push beyond the
limits of their bodies. Thus, daily exercise may not be beneficial.
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Third, over-exercising may lead to negative effects on_one’s mental health.
When an individual is overworked or physically stressed, it can lead o mood
changes such as depression, anger and irritability, to name a few. Siress
hormones, which are released when one is emotionally siressed, are also
released when one is physically overloaded. Consequently, when one is not

in the best of mental states, it is much easier for injuries 1o occur from the lack
of atltention, Thus,

daily exercise may then cause more suffering in terms of
Physical pain, which then adds on to the mental sirain,

HO.Waver, should one be cognizant of the issues highlighted above, exercising
daily does provide mych benefit. Being outdoors in the sun allows the body to
Pl‘o‘duce Vitamin B, which is beneficial to health. It also releases endorphins
which makes one fee

| good and keeps one's mood stable. The body gets to
work up a swealt, allo

: wing loxins and waste to exit the bod
of exercise one does

y- Varying the types
— can help to mitigate the ill effects of daily exercise while
reaping its bountiful benefits

P“per 2: Comneala._ s
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Question 2 D’

Block 148 Maybank Avenve
#10-258

Singapore 324010
25 May 2025

Madam Doris Ang

Form Teacher

Resilience Secondary School
14 Indigo Street

Singapore 677888

Dear Madam Ang,

RE: December Class Trip

Thank you for wanting to organise a class frip for us. It would be a truly
wonderful way for us to finish our final year in secondary school. After much

discussion with my classmates, we have decided that going fo Kurau Basin is
the best option.

OF the three destinations, Kurau Basin is the closest one to Singapore, and
is therefore, the most affordable. The class is in complete agreement that it is
more important to have every student in the class be present on this trip, and
this option, at an affordable $400, allows everyone fo participate. Apart from
the fact that Catacorn Island and Jec Stone are much more expensive, we will

also be disadvantaged by rate of currency exchange at these countries.

The travel time is also much shorter: it would take only two hours to get fo
Kurau Basin from Singapore, compared fo the six to ten hours needed to get
to Catacorn Island and Jec Stone respectively. This fime can be more fruitfully
used for activities on the frip.

As you know, our class takes Geography as an ‘O’ level subject, and the
prospect of seeing some of what we have studied up close and personal is
very appealing. Kurau Basin is home lo fropical rainforests, with many areas of
wildlife successfully conserved by the government. Not only can we experience
the beauty and serenity of these natural spaces, but we can also benefit from
the guided tours, during which we can learn more about conservation inifiatives
and biodiversity. Should we decide to stay at the campsite, we will be treated
to the world-renowned Kurau Falls, which is a mere 15-minute walk away.
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puring the class discusslon, wa have caleylotad that on 1op of the $400 naeded
for tha alifare and accommodation, sach of s would nead approximatel

another $100 10 spend on food and other mise ollaneous lems [ike lnuvnnlryo
and keapsaken, and an additlonal $20 should we dacida 10 angage o tour

guide. Wa have alio delerminad that 1110 13 Dacamber (s fhe bast time for
the Irlp as wa are all available,

Thank you once agaln for making the o
would be a mos! fiing conclusion 1o 1hi
loarning while wo strengthen our frionds

flort 10 organise this irip for us, This
s chaptor of our lives: doapening our
hips with ona anther,

| hopo the information here Is of uso to you, Thank you for your tima and kind
allentlon,

Yours sincorely,

Madeline

Chalrperson of Class 4C

(406 words)

Aper T Answars

Addrass other
logistical (syuas,

Concluda by
oxpressing gratinude,

Valadiction

3 Describe what you might observe on the first day of school after the holidays.

It has boen a long holiday. While some students lament the passing of the

holidays and yearn fo remain carefree and rested, I personally cannot wait to
go back to school after such a long break.

Selfing foot into the familiar compound of my school courtyard, numerous
groups of students could be seen chatting animatedly with one another in the
cold morning air. Although technology has made it possible to communicate
with one another via texts and messages, there is something much more
enjoyable in meefing friends in person than merely sending a couple of lines
through a mobile phone. The look of joy and excitement on the students’ faces
is lestament to this.

In stark contrast, there are several students sitting sullenly on the steps or
benches, staring blankly into space. Their dishevelled appearance and fired
eyes suggest that they have fully enjoyed their last day of the holidays by either
gaming or watching YouTube videos late into the night. Don't they know this
would only make it harder on themselves? | muse as | wave to my best friend,
Andy, who is just walking through the school gates.

© Educatlonal Publishing House Pte Ltd
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behaviour of students
after. not having met
for @ while.
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how some students
react to returning to
school.

153

(8 CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

3 Level ENgish Language S wen Paper v Answers
\ ALY R ANRIN

i is i kok, | notice a
ih details of his rip to Bangkok,
As | listen 1o Andy regale me wi | ‘
I but obvious group of students in @ distance. They look lost, Irightened
e bout o . face as | realise thal they must be the

, i Y
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s only.the Kinduess and_ gentleness of the_studert couneiiote Bial rade
way only the kindo! '~ ‘od. Andy’s boisterous recount brings me out of my
me\fggl_étf@\h:\d \\I\‘I‘oﬁnﬁ;r at my new schoolmates, | am delighted to see
:;1\:\: :{:e ,:;}::mden' councillors mingling with them and offering to show

them around. The look of palpable relief on the faces of the Secondary One
em .

odonts is hearhvarming and | am once ogain reminded of how fond | am of
s onis | )
my school.

o. Andy and | walk towards the parade square

where students are organising themselves into neat lines. | catch sight of sor?e

f my teachers and wave to them happily. It must sound odd, but | do miss
:\y":ochers. Beyond their dulies to teach, many of them have creo“red a safe
space for me to air my iroubles, express my doubts und‘faors and just for me
;o be me. Coming from a rather strict and traditional family, | am grateful to be

oble to come o a place where | do not have to hide who | am.

The bell sounded in the distanc

councillor approaches the microphone in the front of the
ding voice, calls the school to attention. As

| feel my heart swell with pride

A lonky student
parade square and in @ comman
the first strains of the national anthem fill the air,

-1 <ina. It is indeed good to be back in school.
as | begin to sing. Itis T
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4 ‘Both parents and teachers have a part to play in the education of children, s Do
* FOyey

agree? Why or why not?

From infancy, a child’s first teachers are his parents. He models the behaviour
of their parents, through which he learns to sit up, walk and talk. Then the day

comes for the child to enter nursery or kindergarten, where he learns from their
teachers a variety of skills: how to colour within the lines, what the days of the
week are, how to read and write and so on. | agree that parents and teachers
have a part fo play in the education of children, where parents imbue values
and morals, while teachers impart knowledge and skills.

When it comes to values and morals, parents are the primary influence as they
are the ones with direct responsibility for the child. Values such as discipline
and kindness are inculcated within the safety of the family. A child is guided
through actions and words what is acceptable and what is not. He is supported
by his parents when his actions lead to consequences, and is guided to reflect

the appropriateness of his or her behaviour. When a child spills his food, he

can_be taught how lo clean up after himself and how to_get more food. In
this way, the child learns how to manage the consequences of his actions in

a kind and loving way, and beyond learning about consequences, he learns
how to be kind and loving. Parents are therefore their children’s first and most

important educators.

General statements
about the roles of

Parents and teqchers

Thesis statement

Topic sentence / Point

Elaboration

Example

Link
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Education is not just about morals and volues. When it comes to knowledge
and skohers have a role to play. In school, children are instructed on
;—;(;f—i—e')’ of subjects, ranging from languages to social sciences. However,
not only are they tought academic subjects, but they can also be inspired by
o teacher’s love for a subject, or disheartened by the crushing words of an
angry teacher. Stories of how people were inspired 1o enter certain fields or
take up.certain occupations are replete on social media applications such as
Focebook and Instogram. What is less visible but perhaps more important are
those who suffer harm to their selfesteem from their interactions with teachers

which may have longlasti longllasting negative impact, This clearly shows the impact
teacher has on children and their education.

There are those who would say that teachers are the only ones to educate
children since the children are in school most of the time. While children do
spend @ substantial amount of time at school, their home environment is still
their primary place of living, and in it, they learn the many aspecls of life and
living that is not within the curriculum of schools. Especially in the matters
of values and religion, teachers are not ot liberty to prescribe beyond the

social standard. Therefore, both parents and teachers have a role to play in
the education of children.

The role of parents and teachers in contributing to the growth of children

is critical and neither can be absent. Both contribute towards building an
environment where children can learn and grow safely.

[SO5 words)

5 Many foreign workers have come to Singapore to search for employment.
some benefits and problems associated with these foreign workers?

Singapore has a large pool of foreign workers in many different sectors.
Foreign workers in Singapore have been closely associated with our economic
development and the demand for them has progressively grown with increased
industrialisation and globalisation. Foreign workers are important fo us, but
they have concomitantly brought about societal problems as well.

It is in the nation’s interest to have foreign workers because they supplement
Singapore’s limited pool of local workers in unskilled or semi-skilled jobs that
are mostly not taken up by Singaporeans. News reports have pointed out that
while some Singaporeans can be very fussy about the type of jobs they want
to do, many foreign workers are willing to take on unskilled blue<ollar jobs.
In the case of domestic workers, almost all of them are from foreian countries
This is perhaps due fo the fact that as migrant workers, their sole aim is to

work hard fo earn as much money as they can. Thus, foreign workers benefit
Singapore by taking up jobs that Singaporeans avoid.

© Educational Publishing House Pte Ltd
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Employing foreign workers will also help to keep companies compelitive
against global competitors. The comparatively lower wages paid to foreign
workers allow business operation costs o remain competitive and in turn, helps
‘cmra.ct big companies and multinational companies to invest and set up <; base
in Singapore. Among the many_multinational companies that have bases in
@g@%aLuhorma@@@meel frontrunner Googi: ;;;
electronics_innovator Philips. This will result in more job opportunities for
Singaporeans.

However, the influx of foreign workers has also led to the problem of
inadequate housing for them. In land-scarce Singapore, it is difficult to house
so many migrant workers and it can be expensive to do so. Some cosi-
sensitive employers have resorted to squeezing many workers in overcrowded
dormitories which often do not meet health and safety standards. This situation
came under fire during the COVID-19 pandemic where the relcni;m

varters in the dormitories became a site for the rapid spreading of the virus.

Therefore, accommodating foreign workers pose a problem for Singapore.

There is also a problem of social acceptance towards these foreign workers.
The negative perception of these migrant workers, no doubt skewed by a few
black sheep, has caused them to be segregated from the local community,
leading to social exclusion of this migrant pool. There are also issues with culture
and traditions that are sure to differ, and can be fodder for misunderstanding

and miscommunication. A poll by The Straits Times revealed more than half of
the Singaporean respondents believe that foreign workers may increase crime

rates in the _country. Such social divides and misperception need to be fixed

before locals and foreigners alike can live together in social harmony, which is

a challenge for Singapore.

In summary, foreign workers are here to stay because their contributions are
valuable and necessary to our economy’s growth. However, the problems of
adequate housing and social acceptance of these foreign workers need to be

addressed for such a bilateral relationship to thrive in Singapore.
(528 words)

6 ‘Spare the rod, spoil the child.” What are your views?

Corporal punishment is the use of physical force to cause some degree of
pain or discomfort for the purpose of meting out negative consequence. It is
commonly referred to as caning or spanking in Singapore. Caning stems from

Topic sentence / Point
Elaboration

Topic sentence / Point
Elaboration

Example
Link

Topic sentence / Point

Elaboration

Example

Link

Conclusion

Definition of the term

“corporal punishment

in response to the

the belief that children have to be physically punished so that they will not idiom
behave badly again. Although caning was a punishment commonly used in the
past, | believe that physical punishment negatively affects children emotionally Stating direction of
and may lead to aggressiveness and withdrawal. the essay
156
© Educational Publishing House Pte Ltd

el

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

m_—

——

O Level English Language Spacimen Paper « Answers

Opponents to this_position_may argue that physicol punishment is a good
way to teach children when they misbehave. Since corporal punishment has
an immediate effect on children, parents think that caning will make children
remember not to repeat their wrongdoings. Hence, it is argued that physical

punishment might teach children discipline by making them afraid of the
consequences of undesirable behaviour.

However, corporal punishment can bring about more damage than good. The
use of corporal punishment may encourage children to be aggressive and
violent, and it may even have the adverse effect of teaching them that corporal
punishment is an acceptable behaviour. Psychologically, children tend to
identify with their parents and teachers and often fry to emulate them. By using
force as a disciplinary tool, parents are sefting an example which the children
may try o follow. Wmmmmwm@w
she may later discover that her son is hittin his_classmates whenever thel
do not do what he wants. This behaviour is an indication that he has already

learnt that physical punishment is acceptable to obtain what he wants.

Corporal punishment can also harm the relationship between the parent and

Explore the view of
those who agree with
the idiom.

Link

Assert the opposite
with the use of

‘However’.

Example

the child. In a bid to avoid punishment, the child may try to avoid his parent,
whether physically or psychologically. When the child withdraws from the
parent, the parent loses the child's trust and confidence and gradually, the
child may not want to share with his parent his problems and difficulties if he
knows he may be hurt for telling the truth. In fact, if corporal punishment is
a standard tool for dealing with misbehaviour, the child's pulling away may
be construed as such, inviting even more punishment, and a certain erosion
of the parent<hild relationship. A"CMVVWWWM&M
caught misbehaving in school, but does not want to revel this to his parents
the opportynify for the parents to_intervene and quide. It is therefore clear

that corporal punishment is detrimental to the relationship between parent and
child.

Instead of using brute force in corporal punishment, perhaps a more viable

Topic sentence / Point
Elaboration

Exomple

Link

method in disciplining a child is to use reasoning to explain fo the child the
consequences of his actions. This is the ideal method of longerm control of
behaviour because it develops self-discipline in the child. Parents can also
remove a reward or a positive reinforcer to communicate disapproval of a
behaviour, instead of using a negative reinforcer like physical punishment. For
instance, taking away a trip to the park because the child took too long to pack

his room is a safe and effective way for the child to learn about consequences.

In conclusion, using the rod encourages violence in parents and children and it
jeopardises the trust between parent and child. Corporal punishment is not the

only method of discipline that parents can use to teach their children as there
are other ways which are more effective.

(587 words)
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Question 2 >

To.  MrChong Wee Hion
Principol
Pegasus Secondary School

From: Andrew lee Meng Kiat
President
$tudent Council

Date: 12 March 2024

i m
RE: Equipment Upgrade for Audio Visual Aids (AVA) Roo

i ding the upgrade
i ke a suggestion regar
Thank you for the OPPO::IU;l:‘y‘sk;‘ &c;o oy Ads (AVA) room. Aar wuch

i ; jector
?‘l" eqm‘i:irf\i:h&:;yocfu:\cil members, it was decided that the Scarlett Proj
iscussi

hool.
will be the most beneficial to the students of Pegasus Secondary Schoo

.+ and practising their project
The AVA room is mosty used by stut?enf: lii?:lggyears 2ld and is not working
prsetolins e b} proleC?OL';rU vent burning out of bulbs make it an
ot best, The CO;‘ sfun_' E‘:‘:";‘Z AV:qclub has spent @ considerable amount
i iece ot equipment.
‘;?rt:lribr':pz;icng l'nequni[;, but there is a limit to what they can do.
The Scarlett Projector is @ ateoftheart projector that is both hgzh:;,e'gh:., onf
orfable. This provides a unique advantage :o.both s.tudenis and the scboo'.
Not only will students enjoy the crystalclear disploy in the AVA room, l:!f. it
can also be moved to any location easily, expanding its usability. Its -moblhfy
notwithstanding, the Scarlett Projector is able to project clearly even in large
venues, up to a 300-seat auditorium. It can therefore be deployed in our school
hall as well as when there are videos to be shown and presentations fo be
made. An accompanying remole control affords greater flexibility in movement
for users as they do not have to be near the unit to control it. The Scarlett
Projector comes with a S-year extended warranty as well as complimentary
projector screen, both of which are only available during the promotion period.

The other two options, while useful, bring less benefits to the school. The Avax
control system is more of a convenience than a necessity and it is also not
readily connectable to the AVA room’s existing systems. The Kinnex Audio
System can easily replace the audio system in the AVA room, but the main
issue with the school's audio system is the speakers. Simply replacing the
audio system will not produce any marked improvement or benefit.

Therefore, | strongly recommend the purchase of the Scarlett Projector for the
school’s AVA room. While it is the most expensive option, it is also the one that
can bring the most benefits to the students and the schocl at large.

Report written by:

Ardeew

(375 words)
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Greefings
State your choice,

nghllgh' fhe cU"em

situation in the AVA
room.

Explain the functions
and benefits of
getting the Scarlet
Projector.

Weigh the chosen
option against the
other choices.

Reaffirm the choice.

Valediction
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3 Describe some situations that irritate you,

Ule In general Is not a bed of roses, Eye
that can frustrate and irriate yoy, Tha
(ritated by the same things, For me, |
[njustice,

ry day,
I said,
am i

there are people and

situationy
hot everyone iy frytr

In this day and age of technology, it iy "OW a commaon
about thelr lives with a scroon i their hands and iy fro
thelr eyes glued o the screens and

they actually are, they resembla m
place to place. This Is most obsery
is lost In their own worlds of YouTy
aware that thelr actions may inconvenlonce others,
now havalo ask for seats s tho commutors gro yor 20q10830d In ther dovieos
fo noico ghom._lnsgll!l_dmlumm play video L\\
;_nA_rphOlJQSLE'SldL“Q,'9_"19_9.'!9_‘15" nois almosph
other commutors. SHll others talk ino their phones o
;Bnng"!m"'..mk'm_EL'MU'D_ avdiences
bus and train rides are not very long,
and makes me wish for a world without

sight for poople to go
ot of their faces, With
ds anywhere byt where

or_earpieces with rockloss
of all within earshot. Though most

such inconsideration frays my nerves
tochnology,

There is a great deal of injustice in the

world today, Nows reports are replete

sorved such information right in my face pplications such qs
Instagram and TikTok., Videos of students b

ealing up students, hurtfyl comments
from strangers to Innocent posts, and toxic

opinions of q small-minded minori
take any joy | could receive from spending

time on these applications. |t makes
mo 0 angry that just because one can do g thing, It follows tha one should, Jyst
beca @q,%ovcg,m&wém@mwgm\unsme&sl@uewwe.ne
should, md\sem&mlshwqmw&h@ewwmr@m
RO wmn@mﬁd@uema@a@m@L&ibﬁ&qselme@hwl@wéwm
one ha Loaepimswgs\umww@%EMEwmu@m
throat.

As [ write this, | realise that be it directly or Indirectly,
o do with what Irritates me. While | know that it |
for a world where this very powerful tool can be v
compassion. In the meantime,
else’s irritation|

technology has something
s morely a tool, | do wish
sed with greater care and
| am going lo do my part and not be someone

(465 words)
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Explain why
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Explain why injustice
is rampant,

Examples of injustice
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4  “Parents should restrict their children's reading materials.’ Do you agree? Why o, Why

not?

The world is an evolving place and ity poce of change has increofed
vign ficantly thanks Yo globalisation enabled by technology. Reading materials
are no longer regricted Yo books and periodicals. Rather, they are presented
in e form of online articles, karum posts and blogs. Ideas in the form of the
writen word are spreading like wildfire through the internet, including those
ot are immoral, harmkl and divisive. Therefore, | agree that parents should
resivict thair children’s reading materiol as unmonitored consumption can lead
¥ unnecessary onxiely and the inculcation of wrong values.

Restriching what a child reads is akin to monitoring what a child eats in his

General statemenys
about the state of the
world and the Written
word

Thesis statement

Use of analogy for

dist. As the old saying goes, you are what you eat, In the same vein, we

impact

are what we read. When the body ingests something poisonous or toxic, it
raachs by vomiting out the offending agent. However, such a natural response
is Jocking when a ¢hild reads something inappropriate. Given the lack of
sufficient understanding, a child reading something abstract, bewildering or
puzzling may become anxious and afraid. The lack of understanding is itself
quite frightening, and when presented with such material, a child may find
him or herself facing big emotions they do not know how to handle. Reading
ageappropricte material may also cause misconceptions later on as the
information may be internalised as facts. A young child reading Harry Potter
may really believe that magic exists and become disgruntled when he or she is
ynable 1o cast a spell. Therefore, children's reading materials require parental
oversight.

Perhops the greater danger of permissive reading is the inculcation of wrong
wolues. Reading materials promoting violence, intolerance, discrimination,
promiscuity and drug use are replete. When exposed to such materials, the
child may mistakenly believe that availability is acceptability, that the fact that
they con read it is tantamount to the material’s content being obove board.
While this may be true in the past, it is certainly not true today. Censorship
ond the editorial process have become a rarity with the internet enabling
indiscriminate publishing. Not only does this make identifying fact from
Riction @ nightmare, but the threat of misinformation and indoctrination is also

olorming. ln eary 2023, a 38yearold teacher was arrested for becomin
selfradicalised aher reading moterial published by an extremist online. If an
educated adult can be corrupted, how much more a child?

There are those who say that children should not be restricted with regard to
what they read because if they do not read it at home, they will simply read
it elsewhere. However, it a child is properly monitored and guided in his or
her reading diet, he or she will learn to better identify beneficial material
from harmful ones. The process of restriction does not guarantee complete
protection from harmful reading material. Rather, its objective is to teach and
guide children to be discerning readers and consumers.
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O Level Englich Lane,

logy has greatly improved our lives in many ways. Howey, :

od sword thot can cause chaos, as much as it brings conve er, it is g
¢ children will grow up in is no longer the innocent nei n}:te)nce The

o they catch spiders and sail boats of leaves down drains Thg wz::Jh;:i

jive in NOW S the virtually limifless expanse of the internet, where anyon
i ' e can

1o anything. Parents must be vigilant.
wrl

(549 words)
5 wWhich factors contribute to the academic success in children?

According 10 the old adage, success is ten per cent inspiration and 90 per cent
perspirafion- This is not far from the truth because hard work on the child’s part
enerally contributes greatly to his or her academic syccess. However |}F:e
are @ host of other factors that will contribute to academic success s:xh a
poreﬂ"’l involvement, experience in school and peer inflyence. ' =

Parenfﬂl involvement_is an_important factor in the academic success of g

1ge Sne

cmen Paper » Anywers

State that the world
has changed to
emphasise the need
for parents to ba
vigilant.

General statements
about success
State contributing
factors to children’s
academic success.

Topic sentence

child. According to research, effective parental involvement addresses the
most important factor in academically successful children: engagement. B

this, | mean that @ child is fully involved in the learning process by beir; :
motivated, enthusiastic and responsible learner. W
their _children’s inferest and_enthusiasm_in_learning by bein involved in
keeping_them motivated in the learning process. For instance. parents can
read to their children, bring them for educational trips or wotch television with
them to teach them values whenever the opportunity arises. Thus, parents have
a great impact on their children’s academic success.

Much of a child’s academic education is taught in school. It therefore follows

Elaboration

Example

Link

Topic sentence

that a child’s academic success is positively correlated to his or her experience
in_school. Apart from the quality of teaching, the child’s experience with
teachers sefs the tone for their perception and attitude towards a particular

subject, and learning in general. If o child is taught with patience, kindness
and understanding, he or she is able to develop g love and appreciation for
the subject. If a child is often chastised, scolded and reprimanded in school,

In time. this fear will give way to anger, which is the start of many problems,
including academic disincentives. Therefore, a child’s school experience makes

a marked difference in his or her academic achievement.

A child’s peer group has been shown to influence social and academic
development and that these influences begin at the very start of formal
education. Good peer relationships can indirectly influence academic success
because positive relationships can help children become welladjusted
individuals while learning a host of other skills such as group interaction and
conflict resolution. In direct terms, peers with positive outlooks on studying
can influence one another with good study habits. The importance of peer
relafionships cannot be understated—it has been said that without positive
peer group interactions, serious social problems may develop. Peer rejection
in early adolescence, for example, has been found 1o be 0 goe redictor of

ial and academic problems later on in life. From this, it can be seen that
friends contribute to a child’s academic success.

© Educational Publishing House Pte Ltd
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o are but some of the

: \ .
| : na siyles and peer influen ,
Parental involvement, parenting sty pe i oo e

. ma
factors that create academic success. Certainly, there are ihing will affect
the equation that will affect performance. However, perhaps nolhing

V. i I hin\SO" or |‘I(|r50"|
ic n 1'10 \ |" Of Ihﬂ Cl“".
COde""'— Pef'o”noncﬁ more 'l\n (“ ‘.' r h)

6 ‘Parents are the best people

Parents are the primary caregivers to_their_ g‘_\i,ldr_t!lll;_lhfb( are |fljkod w'l;\h
A _ﬂgﬁﬂ@@'_?[@!i,@[qg_gﬂd,,gy‘t?f::;].or:
children grow up, their social circles expand 1o include their Pﬁ:"’:"“inmmo"
and with today's advanced technology, virtually every person ¥

connection. That said, | am still of the opinion that pa.renls are the best peoPI:
Yo discuss problems with as they know their children since birth and have muc

life experience.

o the best people to discuss problems
dren to do so. If discussing @ problem
these parents are not the best

A caveat before | go further: parents ar
with only as far as it is safe for their chil
invites invalidation and punishment, then clearly,

people to discuss problems with.

re present at the moment of birth and they are the ones with intimate
s when looking for

Parents a
knowledge of their children. This is greatly advantageou
solutions fo their children’s problems. They are able 1o identify the strengths
within their children while addressing whatever weakness that caused the
problems. | once heard a father suggesting lo his young dau hter to say ‘thank

ou’ whenever her classmates are mean fo her. The litile girl appears to be a

very shy and introverted person, and would not be able o stand up for herself
with the kind of blustering bravado so often seen on social media. Her father’s
iteresting approach makes use of his doughter’s polite demeanour to diffuse
what could be o very hurtful comment by advantaging his daughter’s position
through politeness. Such deep knowledge of their children allows parents to
meaningfully intervene in fimes of trouble.

An obvious fact to note is that parents have lived much longer than their

Concluda by iy,
that the ehild’y wil|
I3 the srangay
contributar 1y
ocademie Wecayy

1o discuss problems with.’ What are your views?

Definilion of Paren),

State the directio of
0 ossay,

Set the scope of the
essay.

Topic senten
—ro—onience / Pojy
Elaboration —=t

Example

Link

Topic sentence / Poin}

children. As a result, they have acquired much experience with life and living.
They are more able o bring o the table perspectives and insights that are not
available fo their children’s contemporaries. Children often listen to the advice

from their friends, not fully aware that their friends are often of the same age
and of the same limited experience as they are. How would they be able to
offer anything more substantive that what the children themselves could come

up with? One’s parents are therefore the best people to discuss one’s problems
with.

Of course, teachers and friends are also invaluable sources of advice. They
are often more readily available as children spend much of their time in school.
Children may also feel less afraid of speaking fo their teachers and friends
as they are not as close and are perhaps more objective. That said, while
teachers and friends may suffice for cerlain types of problems, those that are of
a more serious nature should be brought to the parents’ altention.
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Elaboration

Example

Link

Include teachers and
friends as possible
alternative sources of
advice,
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Parents are charged with the responsibility of ensuring the wellbeing of their
children. Helping and guiding them through varioys problems and situations
is part of their role and they should work towards creatin

' 1he) g a safe and invitin
environment where their children can share freely. .

(497 words)
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Question 2

To: Madam Norlizo
Form Teacher, S4A

From: Chen En Xuan
Chairperson, S4A

Date: 3 April 2024

RE: Choice of Enhanced Curriculum Modules (ECM)

Thank you for requesting input from the class regarding the ECM modules. |
am certain that they will add a touch of realism to the learning we have here in

school. After several conversations with my classmates, we have decided that
the Social Etiquette course will be most beneficial to us.

It has been said that it takes only seven seconds for a person to form an

- Answers

Recipient's full name
Recipient’s
designation

Sender’s full name
Sender’s designation

Date
Subject

Express thanks for the
opportunity fo provide

nput,

State your choice.

impression of another. In the competitive world we are about to step into, it is
vital that we know how to present ourselves in o manner that m

ost advantages
us. Not only do we need to know what 1o say,

we must also learn how to say
it. Along with that, we should also have some idea how to dress according

to occasions and how to carry ourselves, so that others ma

y have a good
impression of us.

With that in mind, the Social Etiquette course run by Miss Valerie Yeo, a former
beauty pageant winner and the owner of g finishing school, Style Studio, is
most useful to us. With her many years of experience working with multinational
corporations and schools, Miss Yeo will be able to impart to us the finer points
of intelligent conversation, help us identi

fy our areas of weakness in terms of
our speech and demeanour, as well as highlight pitfalls when interacting with
others. Her personal experience as a beauty pageant winner will stand her

in good stead as she offers dressing and styling tips that will help us look our
best.

The other courses, while educational and enriching, are perhaps not as
pertinent to us at this point in our lives. The acquisition of these skills is less
beneficial to us when compared fo being able to present ourselves well

Although the Social Etiquette course is the most expensive of the three,

it does
carry the most advantage for us.

Justification:
Making a good
first impression is
important.

Justification: Provide
evidence regarding
the suitability of the

trainer.

Justification: While
the most expensive
option, the chosen
course is the most

advantageous.
s :
Thank you again for seeking our input. We look forward to expanding our Conclusion
learning beyond the curriculum.
Report writien by: S
Ex Kuan
(336 words)
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3 Describe what you may
results in school.

ee or hear on the day o

d. The agonising doys of poring over

The day of reckoning has finally arrive  this fense, nail

books and nights of burning the midnight oil has culminated i
biting moment. the release of the G.C.E. O-level results.

fident of their results, judging from the composed,
These are mostly the straightA students—
those who excel academically in olmost every subject and find it @ breeze
understanding even the most gruelling concepts in class. They are most often
the ones called on by the teachers to answer quesfions in class and to help
mentor the weaker students. | can hear them now discussing whether to take

up Adlevel H3 Mathematics or Chemistry.

Some students are clearly con
almost blasé look on their faces.

There are other nonchalant faces in the crowd but those are the ones who
ore not concerned about how they fare in the examinations. Some of them
ore more concerned about what to do and where 1o go after picking up their
results, and others are looking frustrated that they have to wait around for
such a long time fo collect their results. One of them is seen even sifting by
the table painting her fingernails, frying to pass fime. These students have
perhaps resigned fo the fact that they are not going to do well and have

f the release of the G.C.E. O-Leve|

General statements
about the important
day

First observation: top
students and their
expressions

Second observation:
students who have
given up

Personal feeling to

mentally prepared for whatever awaits them after getting the results. | cannot
help but feel some sympathy for them. | am sure they worked hard; the lack of
good results must have been very difficult to endure, and over lime, giving up

became the easier option.

Most of the students, however, have jittery looks on their faces. They are not
so confident about their results and the outcome clearly matters a lot to them—
and rightly so, since the results can directly affect the postings to their desired
schools. They are a bundle of nerves—too nervous fo sit around and wait, they
start pacing around the hall trying to calm their nerves. Some look deep in
prayer while others are talking in hushed tones fo their friends in an attempt fo

draw strength from one another.

The teachers are streaming into the hall and anytime now, they will be releasing
the results. The silence in the air is palpable and even the most blasé of students
are now looking serious in the face of a potentially lifechanging momentous
event. The principal starts reading out the names of the top students. The
audience claps politely for those students whose top honours are unsurprising,

connect with readers

Third observation:
anxious students and
their expressions

Fourth observation:
the scene at the hall

Note a moment of
human drama.

but it roars in excitement whenever an unexpected student claims the same.

Everyone loves an underdog.

As the teachers distribute the results to the rest of the students, the atmosphere
bursts with great variety. Shrieks of joy punctuate the air while a low cloud of
gloom surround those sobbing in sorrow. Hugs are offered all around—for

Fifth observation: the
varied expressions
when results are

joy, comfort and solace. Students who have outdone their own expectations received

are now chattering excitedly about where to go lo celebrate while others who

have fared below their expectations have now slunk to one corner in fears,

pondering about their future, and perhaps, what fo tell their parents.

186 © Educational Publishing House Pte Ltd

J
CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

O Level English Language Specimen Paper + Answers

Such sights and sounds at the release of the G.C.E. O-level results are certainly
something o behold but | am glad | only have to do this once, because the

Conclude with a

M@ﬂ@e stress is definitely too much for me to handlel

(565 words)

4 'The current education curriculum is demanding for students.’
why not?

It is no secret that the current educafion curriculum is demanding for almost
oll students and overwhelming for some. On top of the standard academic
curriculum, students also take national education, civics and moral education
and physical education classes. However, these are not the main reasons why
the curriculum is demanding. | am of the opinion that the current education
curriculum is demanding for students as there are many after-school activities
and pressure to perform well academically.

Schools today mandate many programmes which take up a substantial amount

personal thought.

Do you agree? Why or

General statements
about the current
educational curriculum

Thesis statement

Topic sentence

of students’ time. There are co-curricular activities (CCAs), Values in Action (VIA)
programmes and project work. Co-curricular activities and Values in Action
programmes are generally conducted outside of curriculum time, which means
that students often end up with less time to complete their school homework,
revision and for some, tuition assignments. Although project work is conducted
within curriculum time, students are affected as well because their teachers will
then have to quicken the pace of their lessons or conduct supplementary classes
just to make sure that they do not fall behind in covering the academic syllabus.
It s now not uncommen for students to be able to get home anly in the evening of
each day, after complefing all that is expected of them. It can thus be seen that
the current education curriculum is demanding for students.

The Singapore education system is well-known for being a pressure cooker and
many students would be quick to confirm this. The compefition to get into good
schools, fuelled by the belief that this will lead to a bright future, is on the minds of
many parents, and consequently, their children. As a result, virtually all students
whose parents can afford would have enrichment or tuition classes, so they can
‘outshine’ their peers and ultimately achieve more in their lives. After spending on
average seven hours a day in school, they would have to make their way to these
classes for o few more hours. Although this is done with good infentions from
their parents, there is no doubt that the extra classes ploy a partin taking a toll on

the health of the students, both physically and mentally. The current educational

curriculum is definitely demanding.

There would be those who say that the current education curriculum is not
demanding as many of the students perform well. Singapore has a 96.77% literacy

rate, which is in the fenth position globally. However, just because something is
done well does not follow that it is easy. In fact, Singapore’s educational rankin

is hord-earned, and perhaps the price s too high: A survey by the Samaritans
of Singapore (SOS) revealed that suicide remains the Jeoding cause of death
for youths aged 10 to 29. While it is unclear whether the reason for suicide
is directly linked fo pressures from the current educational curriculum, it is
nevertheless a sobering statistic, and a plausible cause Singapore will do well
not to ignore.
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manding in the different
minations used fo assess
eater than before

ng a safe and

current education curriculum is de
fulfil and the tests and exa

The demands on students are gr
r role in ensuri

It is clear that the
aspects of education it Iries fo

students’ progress in learning. .
and both parents and teachers have to play o bigge

balanced lifestyle for them. (554 words)

Do you ag
nking or visionary foresight2 For
eed from the constraints familiar

orts brand, Adidas, states that ‘Impossible is

Id aim for greater aspirations and not be
s important as they help us

5 ‘Having dreams is important.’

s—does this representwishful thi

Having dream
to aim higher and be fr

some, dreams allow us
o us. A slogan for a popular sp

Nothing'. It suggests that we shou
restricted by any limitations. Thus, having dreams i

set goals and better ourselves.

Athletes dreaming to exceed the limits set by predecessors usually push
themselves to the fullest. With natural talent and abilities as well as an
indefatigable belief, sportsmen from the days of the first Olympic Games
in Athens fo presentday athletes amaze everyone with their capabilities.
Accolades are bestowed on those daring to believe and who break records
held for the longest time. Tennis legend, Roger Federer, has often stated in

interviews that he dreamt of winning the cham ionship at Wimbledon ver
aorly in his career. With grit and defermination he went on to_win_the
Wimbledon Championship @ whopping eight times. From this, we can see that

having dreams help us to be the best that we can be.

Having dreams also_gives us something to work towards. Rather than be
satisfied with our lot, we work towards a specific goal. Examples include
obtaining a scholarship, getting a place in a prestigious university or gefting a

dream job. These goals push us fo be hardworking and resilient as we strive
ins_in The lord of

towards them. The actor_famed for his role_as Bilbo Ba
the Rings movie series, Eliah Wood said, “Safety and comfort comes with

complacency, and that's never a good place to_be working from.” Having

dreams gives our lives a sense of purpose so that we do not lead a banal or

complacent existence.

However, for some, pursuing the dreams that they hope for may lead them to

ree? Why or why not?

Conclusion

Rhetorical question o

generate interest
General statements
about dreams
Thesis statement

Topic sentence / Point
Elaboration

Example
Link

Topic sentence / Point
Elaboration

Example

Link

Counter-argument

quests that will never be fulfilled. Dreaming of becoming powerful or famous
without investing the requisite efforts and determination is simply a fantasy.
The real grind of hard work shunned leads the individual to nothing but empty

dreams. Driven by greedy aspirations, some of these individuals find themselves
in schemes or rash acts that land them in trouble with the law. It is good to

dream and work fowards achieving these dreams, but we must also be careful
how we work towards achieving them. Achieying one’s dream through il
of achieving a dream is often more meaningful than the achievement of it. For

this to happen, dreams are needed, and therefore important.

Rebuttl

Link
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Dreams can be seen as the first visual of what we would like to have or be
in the future. Keeping that image clearly in one’s mind can provide a steady
objective and target towards which continued effort con be directed. Dreams

have the ability to bring purpose and meaning into one’s life making one’s
existence truly worthwhile.

(493 words)
6 Describe what you might see at the airport.

The airport is a place that is usually teeming with travellers and non-ravellers
and bustling with activities. During peak hours, throngs of people can be seen
warmly receiving loved ones, tearfully bidding farewell to family and friends
and hurriedly walking towards the departure gate with luggage in hond'_
However, during the slow periods at night, the frantic pace of the daytime is
replaced by a quiet, almost gentle rhythm of strolling and ambling.

One of the busiest areas in the airport has to be the check-in area. Each time a
flight is open for checking in, one can find a stream of travellers queueing up
at the counters. Some travellers look impatient with the long queves that have
formed, evident from the urgent tapping of their feet and the constant checking
of their watches for the time. Occasionally when the queue becomes too long,
the airport staff would open up another check-in counter and those who are
more alert would immediately make a dash for the new counter.

The departure gates are home to poignant scenes. Wives giving their husbands
lingering goodbye kisses or friends giving one another big farewell hugs are
virtually the stuff of television dramas. One of the most heart-wrenching scenes

evel English Language Specimen Paper - Answers

Conclusion

General statements
about the airport

First observation:
check-in area

Second observation:
departure gates
Personal recount to

| have ever witnessed took place at these gates. An elderly woman is trying

connect with readers

to say goodbye to her children and grandchildren, who are talking to one
another about their new lives in Australia as migrants with nary a goodbye
or a backward look at her as they go through the gates. The tears streaming

down her cheeks are perhaps signs of her knowing that it might well be the last
time she sees them.

On the quiet observatory deck on the second floor of the airport, it is not
uncommon to find students in every noock and cranny cramming for their
examinations or tests. The peace and quiet of the deck is conducive for their
studies, evidenced by the looks of intense concentration on their faces. Every
now and again, the tranquillity in the area is broken by the chatter of one or
two students who are faking a break from their studies. At times when more
students join the group and it gets too big, the incessant chatter creates a noisy
scene, inviting incensed glares from other visitors who are there for a respite
from the dissonance of the other areas of the airport.

Periodically, immaculately groomed and aftractive flight attendants would
appear, walking across the airport floor with smiles on their faces. | am
obviously partial to the flight attendants of Singapore Airlines, the national
carrier of my home country. With their distinctive sarong kebaya accentuating
their svelte bodies, these Singapore Girls look bright and fresh, all ready for
a shift ahead of them. Others, while still wearing gentle smiles, look visibly
tired, having just disembarked from the plane after a long-haul flight. However,

as they see their family members waiting to pick them up, their faces brighten
immediately.

© Educational Publishing House Pte Ltd

Third observation:
observatory deck

Fourth observation:
flight attendants
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at different times of the
king nofe of them. My

The airport has many facets which reveal themselves

day. It is a prize for the visitor who spends fime ta
challenge to you is to go fo the airport one day with no agenda in mind. |
assure you it will make for a very insightful trip!

(553 words)
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Question 2

5

My friends, Singapore is a first world country, @ metropolitan ciy stalo 'h:;
is home 1o people and cultures from all over the world. We have IO“‘; 00
the best public transport systems, oxcellont healthcare and U. corru$'|‘|of';;°d
government, It may therefore shock you to learn that, according to 5 o

Bank Singapore, 10 percent of Singaporeans experience food unce'ncmfy- |s|
means over 00 000 Singaporeans are not sure where or how their next mea
is coming from.

When | first learnt of this fact, | was immediately embarrassed. | Ihoughf. back
to all the times | complained about my mother’s cooking, not once .slopplng l.o
think about the regularity of the meals she provides. Hunger in Singapore is
unacceptable, so let us do something about itl

The ‘Hungry Hearts' programme is an initiative that brings people together to
cook and prepare food for those who do not have enough, particularly in the
Sembawang area where our school is located. | know a good number of us
are taking Food and Consumer Education (FCE) as an ‘O’ level subject, so this

General statements
about Singapore

Use statistics to
highlight situation
/ aitract audience’s
attention.

Personal reflection

to connect with
audience

State stand / soft call
to action

Introduce the
programme. / State
first way to help.
Connect the

is an excellent opportunity to put your skills to good use, for the benefit of those

programme’s inilialive

less-advantaged. The good news is that all the ingredients will be provided

to audience'’s skills.

through the programme’s fundraising team, so all you have to do is to avail

your culinary expertise.

Can't cook? No worries! ‘Hungry Hearls' is also looking for volunteers to feed
some of the beneficiaries who are not able to feed themselves. They need
patient and gentle volunteers who will not only help to nourish their bodies, but
also lend a listening ear. Who knows? You may be treated to an interesting

State second way to
help.

State the benefit.

blast from the pastl

Can't cook and not good with people? You're in luckl Your hands alone can do
plentyl While other volunteers are cooking and interacting, you can stay safely
behind the scenes by helping to ensure that all the crockery and cutlery are
properly washed and cleaned. You can also assist in the packing of the food
items for those who want to grab and go. Your efforts here will be invaluable

State third way to
help.

State the benefit.

as you are keeping the beneficiaries healthy by maintaining a high standard
of hygiene.

Taking part in this programme can't be easier. After filling up this form which |
will pass around later, all you need to do is to meet me during our usual CCA
fimings, and | will bring us to where the programme has set up that day. The
venue changes weekly, so do expect some light travelling. If you are cooking,
you may also want fo bring some additional clothes as you may get splattered.
We may occasionally stay beyond the usual end time of 5 p.m. if we are

serving many people that day. Rest assured that this is purely voluntary, so feel
free to leave when you need to.

200

Explain the logistics
of joining the
programme.
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it is my hope that everyone in our group joins this m
[ready imogine all of us having a great time being
:1, jo stamp out hunger in Singapore!

ost worthy cause, | cqn
of service to others. Join

Thank youl

(soction

3 Describe a shopping centre that you frequent regularly.

(518 words)

As one is walking down Orchard Road, the seemin
centres beckons the countless pedestrians to enter.
appeal and some have an almost clannish followi
centre that is constantly filled with customers wou

gly endless belt of shopping

Each shopping centre has its
ng of patrons. One shopping
Id be Ngee Ann City.

As one enfers the main shopping areq, the central block is filled with a
dazzling array of colourful displays to entice the shoppers. Shops are carefully
arranged according to the type of merchandise they sell. Shoes, bags and
accessories dominate one of the levels while sports equipment and ouffits fill
another. Shoppers can simply head o the level that interests them, or simply

mill around the huge expanse to take in the myriad range of goods they can
buy.

Ngee Ann City is also home to many top infernational brands. Elegant and
classy, these shops stand aloof of others, exuding a kind of royal charm that
can be slightly intimidating to those of us on a limited budget. Not that that
is of any concern to these shops. The constant flow of customers queveing to
enter them is testament to the fact that there are many who are willing and

able to purchase their offerings. Such stylish shops add a fouch of prestige and
glamour to this grand dame of shopping centres.

A shopping centre is not complete without places to eat—at least, not in
Singaporel Ngee Ann City excels in this, with a comprehensive list of dining
options that is sure to fanfalise even the most discerning taste buds. The
diverse cuisine, from Thai to Western, Mediterranean to Korean, can be found
throughout the building, whether in the food court, restaurants, cafés or fast

food outlets, and they are more than a match for the desires of the hungry
shoppers.

Then there are the practical facilities. Ngee Ann City has a sprawling block of
offices as well as a range of amenities such as a post office and automatic teller
machines of various banks. The basement is largely occupied by a Japanese
supermarket that not only sells the usual offerings of a local supermarket,
but also fresh imports directly from Japan. One is spoilt for choice with the

variety of fish and fruits as well as popular Japanese delights such as sushi and
sashimi.

Ngee Ann City remains my favourite shopping centre as it is the one place
where | can find everything | want. Few shopping centres can match its size,
variety and sheer good energy!

(418 words)
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Call to action

General statements
about shopping
centres

State your favourite
shopping centre,

First observation: the
large variety of shops
and goods

Second observation:
high-end shops

Third observation:
food and beverage
outlets

Fourth observation:
amenities
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4 'Restrictions should be placed on the use of mobile phones in public areas like

restaurants and theatres.’ Do you agree? Why or why not?

The last decade has seen an explosive growth in the use of the mobile phone
and has compelled some regulations to govern its use in specific areas.
Schools have banned the use of mobile phones in classrooms and airlines have
restricted the same in aeroplanes during take-off and landing. With increasing
reports on the misuse of mobile phones and the disturbances caused in public
areas such as libraries, restaurants and theatres, | believe the use of mobile
phone should be restricted in certain public areas as they cause disturbances

that affect the public peace, and may endanger the lives of user and the public
at |orge.

One of the most powerful arguments for the restriction of mobile phone usage
is the amount of disturbance it causes to the public space. In places such as
frains, restaurants and movie theatres, the sudden ringing of an incoming call
or message can greatly disrupt the enjoyment of those around. Social media

upen.the rights of other commuters to  peaceful ride. Therefore, restrictions

on the use of mobile phones in such places will allow people to enjoy the
amenities that they have paid for.

Irritation from inconsideration escalates to a matter of safety when it comes

to_using mobile phones in public areas such as parks and beaches. Many
activities are carried out in such spaces such as cycling, roller-blading and
skating, all of which involve a certain amount of speed. Should the people there
be engrossed in watching a video or playing a game on their phones, they
may not be aware of the activities around them. While it is the responsibility
of those carrying out the activities to be vigilant and careful, it is one’s duty
to take care of oneself, and being aware of one’s surroundings can be the
difference between being well and being badly injured. To combat this, the

Land Transport Authority (LTA) Singapore started an initiative in 2019 where
large yellow stickers on the ground that says ‘Look Up’ are pasted on the

round to encourage pedestrians fo look up from their phones. This highlights
the danger of using mobile phones in public areas, justifying the need for
restrictions.

There would be those who are of the opinion that such restrictions infringe upon
the rights of mobile phone owners to freely use their devices. However, the
exercise of one's rights should not deprive others of their rights. The disturbance
of peace and endangerment of the lives of others through their mobile phone
usage cannot be permitted on the basis of a single person’s rights. Rather, the
rights of the public fo a safe and peaceful surrounding should be upheld.

As the advent of technology continues with growing speed and rapidity, there
are bound fo be many more of such issues emerging. Perhaps the key to this
is to return to the teaching of values like consideration and other-centredness.

Mobile phones are after all simply tools; those who use them will determine
their effects.

(529 words)
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5 ‘Money is the root of all evil.” What are your views?

merican auth i A
The famous A or, Lovisa May Alcott, once said that ‘Money is the

ngg_gf_glevil, and yet it is such a useful root that we cannof get on without
it any more than we can without potatoes.’ No one can dispute the necessity
of money, but can we pin all the blame on money for the evils committed by
peopb?

Like many things, money is a tool. In and of itself, it has no inherent quality to
make it either good or bad. Just like guns. As the popular slogan goes—guns
don't kill people, people kill people. Money can no more be the root of all evil
than having @ gun make one a murderer. The perception of money on the other
hand is a more appropriate suspect as being the root of all evil. Believing that
money to be the way fo status, fame and happiness has propelled many to

go to all sorts of means to obtain it. While the majority work hard and spend
rudently, there are those who want to get rich quick. These are the bank

robbers,_swindlers and fraudsters, who for their love of money, go down the
way of evil. Money is therefore not rightly the root of all evil; the love of money
is.

That said, even the love of money cannot be said to be the root of all evil. Many
evil deeds are committed for reasons that have nothing fo do with money.

During World War I, Hitler had over six million Jews executed, and his reason
was ethnic purity, not money. In 1994, figure skater Tonya Harding conspired
to compete in the Olympics for the coveted status of Olympic champion, While
being crowned an Olympic champion was likely o have some financial gain,

intense_jealousy could also be a likely motivation, and that Harding simpl
wanted all the glory to herself. In both cases, neither money nor the love of

money was the motivation behind these heinous acts, which is why money is
not the root of all evil.

As money is directly linked to material possessions, it is a very useful tool.
It can be seen as the one tool to obtain many other tools. Because of this,
many people have a distorted view of money, thinking it can be used to buy
everything, which leads to an unhealthy love of money. No matter how useful
money is, it cannot buy those which are the most important in life: friends,

family, and connection.
(432 words)

Quote to generate
interest

Rhetorical question

Topic sentence / Point
Elaboration

Exomple

Link

Topic sentence/ Point

Example

Elaboration
Link

Conclusion

6 ‘Remembering past events is important.’ Do you agree? Why or why not?

Past events cannot be undone, so is there any purpose in holding onto the
memories of them? Will the vestiges of past traditions and methods impede
the progress of mankind? | am of the opinion that remembering past events
is important as it serves as lessons for future generations, and for those
responsible to take accountability.

© Educational Publishing House Pte Ltd
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i enerahions
Significant past events, such as wars, serve_os_iesson!_’o' _’U:jv'i;lgsuch pus
For the many who have suffered atrocities of wors, the records sons 9gains!

rati
are of great importance to them. They serve to warn fU'.U’ﬂ 9?":'5 b 01 the
sibic. down, he same_path.that Jed 2 fa horthng \'e‘l.ros other groﬁups

e &1 _‘.\ e ot other
olocaust conducted by the Nazis against the Jews 03 Wi

o seoded b e NoE Sgnos tly tmuma!i_sgdpnd\scorred
\\\\\\ .0 ainst similar

The extent of damage sustained in the past serves as @ deterrent 0g

ed.
events occurring again. These events should always be remember

Those who ore responsible must be made occggﬂﬁtﬂg_'?!?_'ﬂ?ﬂ}_q?_?nl!
able to move on ofter their ordeals have been address’gd'agg"’?s_g%
recognition. Furore erupted when Japan made known her mte.nl;{on Lo re':: ; .
history by glossing over the events of World War ||_, especially the odoin .
known as ‘The Rape of Nanking'. Such a gross denial of portl wror\g| hgr
is an insult to the many victims who e*Perie“ced great suffering. On_y c_ el
the records were corrected did the indignation subside. Accurate Ihnstornco
records provide proper closure to the terrible past and oylow soc!eh/ 05_' a
whole to move on. W@B@ﬂjﬂg acts of inhumanity during

. . ' . MOO g\s/lv;l_l(
the rule of the Cambodian Khmer Rouge and China’s Chairman Mao, a3 ¥
0s mass killings in Rwanda. Remembering these events holds those responsible

accountable so that those they have harmed can receive closure and begin the
process of healing.

Of course, some would argue that a person living in the past will not be able
to_contribute to progress. To think out of the box, break barriers, create and
produce original inventions all stem from moving beyond past knowledge.
That said, it was Geroge Santayana who wisely noted, ‘Those who cannot
remember the past are condemned to repeat it'. Failures of the past can help
move to a better future. Progress is often the product of observing and learning

from past mistakes, not merely to avoid them, but to take a look why they
occurred in the first place.

Remembering the past is far from pointless. It serves to remind and prevent
future generations from repeating past mistakes, while providing closure to
some. The conservation of beautiful products of the past is like a gift that
bestows joy to the present and the future.

(455 words)
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Art Meets Heart in the Lion Ciry

t COVID-19 pandemic has put a crimp in man
The recef'" feat that in its wake, Singapore received 12
is o TT:are is one of the reasons people all over the
olone

Gardens by the Bay.

y atravel plan, Thys, it
million visitors in 2023
world visit the Lion City:

the many altractions the metropolitan city state has to offer, one of
Among' outstanding has to be Gardens by the Bay. Living up to ifs reputation
fhe mos

being @ garden city Gardens by the Bay boast an impressive array of
i
. ns for all things flora.

gttractio
led by one of the fallest man-made waterfalls in the Cloud Forest.

-—-—Be o r eyes on a diverse range of flowers and plants in the Flower Dome.
v . |

Fe_,_’!as' yo°”r curiosity by seeing rare and exolic blooms and foliage and learn

o y' how they survive and thrive in the tropical climate. As you fraverse

" Obo'u us trails, observe the intricate ways art and the beauty of nature can
o ”

the vcf','vely combined and eloquently expressed. Photo opportunities abound
| .

o turn and corner where you can take as many Insta-worthy pictures as

ot every

your heart desires|

ur inner adventurer by wandering beyond the two conservatories fo
Indulge yo If among the Supertrees, Singapore's distinctive treelike gardens.
find Yourse- tic structures are not merely an innovative way to exhibit flowers
o fumnsblul come sunset, these Supertrees join the brilliance of the seffing
und\s:rc:an:‘laser and light show that will illuminate the dark skies with hope,
sun
joy, and passion.

From the ground fo the skies, elevate yourself by .toking a stroll pr the walkwc;s
where you will be greeted by a panoramic vne-w of th'e entire Gorde.ns );
the Bay. Beyond the gardens, you will also enjoy a view of the skyhng:.o
Singapore, whose architecture is planned with as much care and love as Lion

City extends to you. It is a scene that will surely take your breath and your
heart away.

For an unforgettable experience both visual and visceral, make your way to
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Catchy headline

Context siatement
about tourism in
Singapore

State attraction

Stating Gardens by
the Bay as one of
many attractions

Highlighting main
aftractions at Gardens
by the Bay

Using vivid verbs to
generale interest

Highlighting
aftractions outside
Gardens by the Bay

Using vivid verbs to

generate inferest

Highlight the

panoramic view

Emotional appeal

Use of rhyme to

Gardens by the Bayl

(346 words)
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3 Describe the appeal of Singapore to tourists aroun

e many attractions in this

Tourists are a common sight in Singapore. There ar i
H . making our fair isle one

city-state which draw in visitors from all walks of life,
of the most visited countries in the world.

: ] ited
When we think of France, we tend to think of the Eiffel Tower; for the United

States of America, it is the Statue of Liberty. For this flourishing city, we have
the Merlion. The Merlion can be found on the island of Sentosa, a popular
mong tourists and locals alike. The massive symbol towers o}\:er
the many visitors milling around the various locations. There are the strefc e::
of beaches where tourists can bask in the warm tropical sun, play beac

volleyball or take a dip in the sparkling waters. Sentosa is also home fo one
of the most famous theme parks in the world: Universal Studios. Non-s‘to-p. fun
awaits visitors there, from dizzying rollercoaster rides fo interactive exhibitions

that are sure to thrill even the most adventurous!

Tourists must also make a point to visit the Singapore Mandai Zoo. It has
the distinction of being the world’s best rainforest zoo, and is home to some
4200 animals within its reserve. The zoo is divided into zones, each with its
own unique and enthralling exhibits and inhabitants. Tourists can see not only
animals from the tropics, but also many that are found in other climates and

countries. Truly a one stop for animal lovers!

Apart from the tourist atiractions, | feel that the most attractive part of Singapore
is her people. The diverse cultures and traditions of our harmonious multi-racial
society holds much appeal, especially for your tastebuds. Walking through
Little India, there are colourful saris, temples and blaring Bollywood music that
a visitor can experience. Hungry ones can also flock to try dishes such as fish
head curry and roti prata. Nearby, another immersion into the Malay culture
awaits the explorer at Kampong Glam. Indulge in nasi lemak, fragrant coconut
rice with sweet sambal sauce and delight in the savoury mee rebus. Remember
to head to Chinatown, which comes alive especially during the Chinese New
Year. Shops adorned with Chinese calligraphy and paper cutting offer trinkets
such as folding fans and jade jewellery. Nearby, a dizzying array of authentic
Chinese delights like chicken rice and wanton noodles await.

Even though this little island does not have awe-inspiring canyons, mountains
or valleys, there is still much to do and experience in Singapore. Beyond the
unique attractions, Singapore's spirit of harmony, mutual respect, and tolerance
is perhaps the biggest draw. We welcome visitors to our little red dot, and | am

sure tourists can feel the warmth of our hospitality, which makes Singapore one citizens
of most popular travel destinations in the world.
(457 words)
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4 ‘Animals should be kept in cages,

The image of a cage is synonymous 1o the los

uld have the right 1o be free, sometimes there are val
sho o be caged. | agree that animals shoyld be kept
::: production and scientific investigation,

id reasons tha require
in cages in the case of

he production of food, animals like chicken,
wm for them to be fed and care
ggﬂlf_"."mces to roam about, ec
nf:;?rs" In order to maximise available space,
dlf-lcaLr; in cages, usually small to the point of di
anl'T‘ dignity and discomfort of such treatment u
the.d!n ,iduce"s are limited by the need fo kee
sai fs: Sown: which greatly hampers their ability to make more humane the
;::ng conditions of these animals. thi&'@_!’?’kSPLi!L‘E999&0’,9)’\”9@&/59"39-4
et wings completely, and ar-promote violent behaviour like pecking other
AN Thus, at this point, animals that are ysed

for the production of food
need fo be caged.

ducks and geese need 1o be
d for. While these animals by
onomic reasons can make this
producers need 1o keep these
scomfort. These animals suffer
ntil they are slaughtered. That
p food prices competitive and

In the_case of scientific_investigation, animals are captured for the sake of
n

tudying them. Scientists who carry out such studies aim
studying hem.

to learn how animals
behave and contribute to science; they also

learn more about each animal’s
habitat and life cycle, aiding conservation efforts. While captured,
a

animals must reside in cages, so that the observations can be made, an
measurements taken are accurate. The cages are also necessary if the animals
are taken in to treat injuries they may have sustained. These animals need to
be protected from other animals, and perhaps even from itself. While the time
spent in_the cages may be uncomfortable, these scientists often release the
captured animals back to their natural habitats after the have obtained the

these
d any
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’ Do you agree? Why or why not?
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Elaboration

Use of positive

outcome as
"‘—"\J‘W\-

information they require. Therefore, putting animals in cages for the purpose of Link
vav\’x—"\.g‘\_’:\_

scientific investigation is acceptable.

There are those who would say that animals have a right to roam freely about, Counter-arqument
without any form of constraint. While this is ideal the development of man Rebuttal

requires_that some constraints be applied. es ecially in the case of urban

development. If an area is o be cleared of trees and natural foliage, which are
the homes of many different animals, would it be better to deprive them of their
homes and leave them to the mercy of the elements, or to place them in cages
where they can be cared for2 Urban development should of course be.done in
as humane a way as possible, but when needs must, placing animals in cages

is preferable to death.

To have animals roaming freely is a lovely thought and an ideal situation.

However, life is far from ideal. Humans are the dominant lifeforms on earth,
and along with that statys comes the difficult decisions regarding the treatment

of other living things. While caging animals may be inhumane, it is nevertheless
necessury.

(505 words)
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5 ’‘Money is more important than interest in ch
why not?

or working but we work because we want

d that something becomes the
work out of interest for the

hers work primarily for the

Every person has different reasons f
to obtain something that we need from work an
driving force for our work. Some may choose o
job because they truly love what they do while of -
money. Personally, | would choose interest over money I a career.

The idea that dangling money and other goodies in front of peop‘le will rr;]ohvole
them to work harder is the conventional wisdom in our socne’ty. Whatever
you call it—salary, bonuses or benefits—money is the one I}'ung that pa:s
the bills and determines one’s lifestyle. Money is also the main reason Wiy
employers are often at the risk of losing their best workers to a beﬂer—p?ylr:lg
employer. Competent workers leave because they feel they are not equitably

remunerated.

However, nobody can be forced to like something if they are not motivc_zted.
Sure, money matters and is important, which is why it certainly can motivate
someone info investing the time and effort into doing something in exchong.e
for it. However, if the person does not enjoy the work, their hearts are not in
what they do—it is akin to having the body without the soul.

Evidence also lends credence fo the argument that interest is more important
than money. It was reported that 82 per cent of US workers would pursue their
dream job even if it meant taking a reduction in pay, according to a global
poll conducted by a job-search and job-recruiting website. W&

local news ran a feature on Mr Seow, founder of catering firm Purple Sage,

who took an 80 per cent pay cut from his previous job to pursue his interest in
catering. For these people, it is evident that money does not dictate their job.

Job interest then, as an intrinsic motivator, will keep a person longer at a
job than money, which is an extrinsic motivator, because intrinsic motivation
can propel a person to do work and allow him to be fruly happy doing it.
Thus, what motivates is a job one is interested in, which allows a feeling of
achievement, responsibility, growth, recognition and most of all, enjoyment
when the work is done.

While this may sound very idedlistic, | will personally choose interest over
money when it comes to choosing a job. Of course, the job needs to be able
to provide for my basic needs, but once those are met, | can be confident | will
be happy doing my job. There is a saying: choose a job you love, and you will
never have to work a day in your life.

(452 words)
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oosing a career.” Do you agree? Why o

General statements
regarding the main
topic: money vs
interest

State direction of
essay

Discuss money as the
usual motivation for
work.

Introduce the idea
that money is not the
only motivator,

Discuss interest as
being more important
than money in a
career choice.

Example

Discuss interest
as being a better
motivator than money.

Conclude with
personal position.
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6 ‘Advertising is a form of manipulation.

A milk commercial may inform consumers about the nutritional benefits of
drinking milk, but using a popular celebrity as the spokesperson clearly suggests
that advertising goes beyond just providing information. While the goal of
advertising is to inform the consumer of goods and services, the contention is
that it is more than just a provider of information. I agree that advertising is a
form of manipulation as it uses emotional appeals and celebrity endorsements.

Utilising emotional appeal is an advertising technique in which the advertiser

* Do you agree? Why or why not?

General statements
about topic

Thesis statement

Topic sentence/ Point

tries to play up the emotions of the audience, often in lieu of providing rational

(through definition)

information. Advertisers often appeal to sentiment, often through images like
babies, cute animals and touching parent<hild interactions. Another kind of
emotional appeal that is very popular is the fear appeal, where the advertiser
implicitly or explicitly takes advantage of people’s anxieties to sell a product.

An_advertisement for mosquito repellant might show a scenario of a child
having many mosquito bites because he was not amply protected. Parents

wanting the best for their children may feel guilly if they do not buy the
advertised product. It can therefore be seen that advertising with emotional
appeal is manipulative.

Celebrity endorsements are also used in adverfisements to relate consumers
o the celebrities and hence to the brand itself. Using a celebrity for the brand
connoles the idea that if the star uses the product, then it must be good. It can
also create the effect that by using the recommended product, the consumer
can somehow become like the celebrity. Many of these advertisements do not
quite make sense, if one takes the fime to think about it. What does Tiger

Woods, a golf champion, have to do with_a_shaving razor?2 What does
Orlando Bloom, a famous actor, have to do with a car? What does Beyonce,

a falented singer, have to do with a soft drink? Sadly, few think about this,
which is why advertising is manipulative.

Some would say that some advertisements are objective as they employ expert

Elaboration

Example

Link

Topic sentence/ Point
Elaboration

Use of rhetorical

vestions as examples
of illogical celebri

endorsement

Link

Counter-argument

opinions to sell their products. The premise is that if the experts say that a
product is good, it must be good for everyone. It is not uncommon fo find an
advertisement for toothpaste claiming that ‘four out of five dentists recommend
a certain brand of toothpaste for their patients’ or advertisements for household
defergent claiming that ‘doctors certify that it kills 99.9 per cent of germs’.

However, much of these stafistics is unverified or unverifiable. Some basic

vestions like ‘who are these dentists?’ and ‘what area of speciality are these

doctors?’ will quickly reveal that the statistics are quite meaningless, included
only to manipulate viewers into buying the product.

Advertising thus goes beyond just informing consumers about the product—its
aim is to persuade people to buy products and at the very least, to have the
brand imprinted in people’s minds. With the degree of persuasion that goes on
in advertising, it is all the more important for consumers to be crifically aware
of the messages embedded in advertisements.

(506 words)
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