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Source-Based Questions (13 marks)
Was World War | the main cause for the Outbreak of the Russian Revolution in 1917?
In answering the questions you should use your knowledge and understanding of the period to
help you interpret and evaluate the sources. You must use the sources to which you are
specifically directed, but you may use any of the other sources where they are helpful.

Source A: A government poster of Tsar Nicholas Il as a Christian knight published
during World War | in 1916,

Source B: A letter written by Alexei Brusilov, Russian military commander during
World War I. He wrote this letter in 1916 to his wife after visiting one field hospital in the
rear of his army.

Instead of the 200 patients, for which the hospital had been built, there were over 3000 sick
and wounded men. What could four doctors do for them? They worked day and night, ate on
their feet, but still couldn't bandage everyone...| went around several wards, rooms in vacated
houses, where the sick and wounded lay on the floor, on straw, dressed, unwashed and
covered in blood. | thanked them on behalf of the Tsar and the Fatherland, and gave out
money and St. George's Crosses, but there was nothing more | could do. | could only try to
speed up their evacuation to the rear.




Source C: Table illustrating the number of casualties suffered by different nations in
World War |

Russia withdrew earlier in 1917 before the War officially ended in 1918.
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~ of Forces

Russia 12,000,000 1,700,000 4,950,000 2,500,000 9,150,_000 763
British

Empire 8,904,467 908,371 2,090,212 191,652 3,190,235 35.8
France 8,410,000 1,357,800 4,266,000 537,000 6,160,800 : 73.3
Germany 11,000,000 :1,'773,7_'00:f 4_,216,058 1,152,800 7,142,558 aa

Source D: An excerpt from a historian’s writing.

Although Russia fought successfull
invasion. In the summer of 1915,
seized western Ukraine and Belar

Yy against Austria, it could not withstand the relentless German
Germany occupied Poland, and by the end of the year it had

us. The Russian army was plagued by shortages of rifles and
ammunition...and by generally incompetent leadership. The political situation in Petrograd
deteriorated in 1915 when, on Rasputin’s advice, Nicholas Il went to the front to raise the morale
of the troops.




Answer the following questions.

Study Source A.

a) What was the purpose of the source? Explain your answer. [6]

Study Source B.

b) Does this source prove that the Russian leadership during World War | was inept?
Explain your answer. (7]

Structured Essay Questions (12 marks)

¢) The New Deal failed to address the problems of the Great Depression.
How far do you agree with the above statement? Explain your answer. [12]

THE END
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