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Section A
Source-Based Questions
Answer all parts of Question 1

In answering the questions you should use your knowledge and understanding of the period to
help you interpret and evaluate the sources. You must use the sources to which you are
specifically directed, but you may use any of the other sources where they are helpful.

1. How successful was Stalin’s policy of collectivisation?

Source A: A French cartoon published in the 1930s showing the Soviet collectivised
farm. The cartoon is titled “All is well in the land of the Soviets”.
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Source B: Writing by Robert Service, a historian, on the effects of collectivisation.

Yet Stalin could draw up a balance sheet that, from his standpoint, was favourable. From
collectivisation, he acquired a reservoir of terrified peasants who would supply him with
cheap industrial labour. He secured the ability to export soviet raw materials in order to
pay for imports of industrial machinery. Above all, he put an end to the recurrent crisies
faced by the state in relation to urban food supplies as the state’s grain collections rose
from 10.8 million tons in 1928-1929 to 22.8 million tons in 1931-1932.

Source C : Writing by J.N. Westwood in his book Russia 1917 to 1964.

The chaos of collectivisation - peasant resistance, lack of machinery, no clear idea of
how the farms were to be organized — led naturally to poor harvests. Nevertheless, all
grains in the area were collected by force and taken to the towns to be exported. About
10 to 15 million people died in the 1932-34 famine. It has been alleged, probably with
some truth, that the famine was not unwelcome to Stalin; it was an effective way to
break peasant resistance. The long term effects of forced collectivisation was just as
serious. The collectives were managed by Party officials who had little knowledge of
farming. There were not enough tractors in the regional Motor Tractor Stations which
were supposed to modernize farming techniques. The number of cattle, horses and pigs
in the country was halved by the slaughter which accompanied collectivisation.

Source D: A popular song sung by the people in Russia in the 1930s.

Stalin stands on a coffin

Gnawing meat from a cat’s bones
Well, Soviet cows

Are such disgusting creatures

How the collective farm had become prosperous
There used to be thirty-three farms
And now there are five

We fulfilled the Five Year Plan
And are eating well

We ate all the horses

And are now chasing the dogs

O commune, O commune
You commune of Satan
You seized everything

All in the Soviet cause




b)

Source E: A description of how the kulaks were treated during the collectivisation
period, published in Famine in Russia in 1975.

So one family was deported because he owned a cow and half;, another because its
mare had a foal; another because a woman helped a relative with the harvest. A
peasant with eight acres was forced to clear the railway lines of snow. On his return, he
found all his property seized apart from a kettle, a saucer and a spoon. He was then
sent lumbering in the far North. In some villages, a Party activist would arrive from the
city, point a pistol, and say that any peasant who refused to join a kolkhoz would be
sent immediately to Siberia.

Study Source A.

What is the message of the cartoon?
Explain your answer.

[6]
Study Source B.
Can you accept what the historian says about the effects of collectivisation?
Explain your answer. [7]
Study Source D.
How useful is this source as evidence that the collectivisation policy had failed?
Explain your answer.

[7]




Section B
Essay Questions

Answer the following question.

2. This question is about the Great Leap Forward in China from 1958-1961.

a) Why did the Great Leap Forward fail in China?

Explain your answer. [20]
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