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Write a guided analysis of one of the following texts. 
 
1. 
 
This magazine article is taken from National Geographic Travel Section. 
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Two bundles of fur roll around together on the sea ice, playfully tugging at each other's necks. 
Standing on the bow of the ship, I'm near enough to hear the small grunts and growls coming from 
these spirited siblings. 
 
Close behind, their mother watches her twin yearlings with what seems like a frustrated expression, 

5 as if she wants them to stop playing and concentrate. It's the mother polar bear's job to find food for 
her family in some of the most inhospitable places on Earth — in this case, the Russian Arctic. 
 
"We've got an hour's journey before we reach the nuclear power plant," Vadim, our local guide, 
informs us when we meet him at the airport. Not the usual opening gambit you expect to hear as 
your summer holiday gets underway — but this is about as far as you can get from a 'standard' 

10 summer holiday. 
 
It's July, and we're in Murmansk, Northwest Russia. On the flight from Helsinki earlier, we'd crossed 
over the Arctic Circle at 66.3 degrees North. From the window, I gazed down onto a vast wilderness, 
peppered with pine trees and innumerable ice-blue lakes. Between late April and October each year, 
the snow melts and frees this land from its icy grip. 
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- Examine how the narrative voice is used in this text to create the writer’s sense of wonder.  
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An hour after leaving the airport, our coach arrives at the Port of Murmansk. It's actually 18C today 
but even the warm tones of the bright sunshine can't cover up the Soviet bleakness of this place. 
The port is home to Russia's fleet of nuclear-powered icebreakers. It's here we'll join our ship, 50 
Years of Victory — the most powerful icebreaker in the world today. During the  long, dark winter 
months, when the sea ice advances to capture Russia's massive Arctic coastline, she keeps the 
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shipping lanes open for trade, leading flotillas of ships between the ports of the Northeast Passage. 
However, in the brief summer, when the ice has retreated, it becomes the only ship to take tourists 
to the geographic North Pole. […] 
 
The 50 Years of Victory typically makes five two-week expeditions during the mid-summer. I'm 
travelling with polar specialist Quark, which currently offers two or three trips a season, with just  

25 over 100 guests per adventure. The ship's Russian crew remain on board, doubling up in cabins to 
allow space for polar tourists. 
 
At 8pm, when the tide allows, the huge mooring ropes are finally pulled in and we move from the 
dockside. For such a bulky ship, she sails gently and smoothly into the fjord, bathed in soft, low, 
Arctic sunlight. We pass many ships, including the Arktica, which, in 1977, became the first surface 
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ship to reach the North Pole. As the ship heads out of the mouth of the fjord, we steer due north and 
quickly leave the last vestiges of coastline behind. I stand on the ship's bow looking out to sea, filled 
with excitement. We're going out there, into a world of adventure, an almost mythical place of no 
fixed physical location. […] 
 
By day three, we're navigating the archipelago of Franz Josef Land, with a variety of Arctic birds 

35 flying around the ship — an interesting welcome for us to their hostile, frozen homeland. Soon we're 
at 80 degrees north and the surface of the ocean is beginning to solidify. For much of the day, the 
sky is as white as the sea ice, making it almost impossible to work out where the horizon starts and 
ends. 
 
By 11.30pm, the mist has lifted and the visibility has improved substantially. While many people 

40 have gone to bed, I'm on deck. We're in prime polar bear territory. These creatures are true water 
bears — dependent on the sea and the ice for their survival. Their primary food source is ring seals, 
which they hunt on the sea ice. At midnight, an announcement goes out around the ship — a male 
bear has been spotted near the remnants of a seal kill. What's more, the scent has begun to entice 
other bears. Soon a larger adult male walks into the scene, followed shortly by a female and her two 

45 cubs.  
 
None of the bears seem bothered by the presence of our huge ship, which has now come to a 
complete halt. As more people arrive on deck, the animals take it in turns to move towards us, each 
sniffing the air, and noting the fresh human meat frustratingly just beyond reach. The mother and 
her cubs come to within 50 metres of the ship. It's sobering to think these bundles of fluff would have 

50 us for supper if given half the chance. For the next hour and a half, the bears are the stars of the 
show. It's an evening I know I'll never forget — a real-life polar drama playing out before us. 
 
Good vibrations […] 
After breakfast, I'm outside again. For an hour, we watch a male polar bear sit patiently by a small  
hole, waiting for a ring seal to come up for its last breath. We're again graced with the presence of 

55 a mother with her cubs, and later on we join a huge basking walrus. […] 
 
We head back across the open ocean, towards Murmansk. As I stare out to the vast horizon, I think 
back to the end of my day at the North Pole. At the furthest point on our walk, we'd been given the 
chance to sit silently for 10 minutes. I'd separated myself from the group, turning away from the 
distant ship and lying down flat in the snow. It was a chance to contemplate, think and listen to the 

60 silence of the Arctic. It was my perfect, personal polar moment. 
 
I wasn't staring into a bleak, barren landscape; instead, it was vibrant and very much alive, as I 
watched snowdrifts dance to the music of the whistling wind — looking out into a beautiful, white 
forever. 
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Write a guided analysis of one of the following texts. 
 
2. The following advertisement, titled “Block Out the Chaos: World Leaders” (2018), promotes 
JBL’s noise-cancelling headphones. 
 

 
 
 
- Comment on how the advertisement appeals to multiple audiences. 
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Write a guided analysis of one of the following texts. 

1. 

The following webpage features narrative photography from photojournalist Dina Goldstein. 

___________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Snowy (2008)  
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Not all of these girls are technically Princesses. Rather, this surreal and allegorical world brings together all the most 
enduring female characters from our collective childhood consciousness, whether they have their origins in Grimm, 
Disney or the folk tales of Hans Christian Andersen. Together, they represent a feminine archetype that, while born 
in the minds of long dead European men, is today rooted deeper than ever in the hearts of little girls around the 
world: the fairy tale princess, her beauty, her virtue. Her total reliance on the arrival of a Prince Charming to drive 
her life story toward its destiny of love,  wealth and everlasting happiness. Ok, we know that’s not really how life 
works. In the real world, we grow up and quickly learn that adulthood is full of hard work and compromise. We will 
not live in a castle. In fact, in today’s housing market, we will be lucky to buy a condo by the age of 35. Our spouses 
(for those of us able to find one) may cheat on us, disappoint us, embarrass us and possibly leave us. Those that 
don’t will certainly bore us. Our candy-coloured childhood dreams have long evaporated and now belong to another 
time and place as unreal and distant as the moon. 
 

RAPUNZEL (2008) 
The girl with the golden tresses who was once confined to an ivory tower is now trapped in a different sort of 
isolating circumstance, the personal battle with Cancer. Rapunzel is afraid of what her incapacity would do to 
Edward. She hides this from him and initially from her friends. As she attends chemotherapy sessions, her hair 
begins to fall out, and while Edward doesn’t notice this (because he is blind) her friends do. Her friends want to 
help their suffering friend, some are steadfast and stand by her side. Some shy away based on their ignorance and 
fear. 
 
Source: https://www.dinagoldstein.com/dina-goldsteins-fallen-princesses/ 
 
 

- How do text and image convey the tone and attitude of Goldstein? 
 
 
 

 

https://www.dinagoldstein.com/dina-goldsteins-fallen-princesses/
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Write a guided analysis of the following text. 
 
2.  
The following feature article is taken from the Lifestyle section of The Guardian. 
_________________ 

When it comes to banter, men are in their element. 
But that is no foundation for lasting friendship 

 
How lack of intimacy – and effort – can undermine male friendships 

Max Dickins 
Sat 9 Jul 2022 17.00 BST 
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Men have a friendship problem. You probably know this already, if only anecdotally – walk 
into any pub and count the number of blokes sitting there drinking alone. Recent research 
by the mental health charity Movember, for example, suggests that one in three men have 
no close friends. And I know this personally – in the summer of 2020, when I was planning 
to propose to my girlfriend, Naomi, I realised I had no one to call on to be my best man. 

  
 
 
 
 

Loneliness doesn’t look like me. But there I was – 33 years young, outgoing, and always 
quick to buy my round – and yet I had no friends. This bruising realisation sent me off on a 
quest, not only to fill a role, to answer a question: what goes wrong for men like me? I 
discovered that there are 2 main theories. 
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“You don’t have friends to call your best man because of the culture in which you were 
raised.” says Niobe Way, a psychologist at New York University who has spent her career 
studying the friendships of boys and men, and one of the many academics I spoke to who 
pointed the finger at so-called “toxic masculinity”. In her view, men struggle with friendships 
because they have been socialised into a “man box” of unhelpful gender norms. “I wouldn’t 
say you’re toxic,” Naomi reassured. “But you become very different when you’re around 
guys.” 
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When I began to examine how I was with the men in my life, I realised that, yeah, maybe I 
was a bit weird, actually. I experience an irrational tightening of the body and heart at certain 
moments; a boa constrictor of inherited awkwardness. Whenever a man tries to hug me, I 
just stand there paralysed and inept like a dog being washed against its will, desperately 
wishing for it all to be over. The only time I ever tell a male friend that I even so much as 
like him is after seven pints or so. And whenever I give a compliment to a guy it’s always 

https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/people/niobe-way
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 paired with a joke. It gives me distance from the emotion implied in it, introducing a degree 
of ambiguity.  

  
25 
 
 

Male loneliness is not the contemporary problem we are often led to believe.  Data suggests 
that men have been struggling with their friendships for a long time – as far back as the 70s 
and 80s. Does this not suggest that something else is going on?  Something – whisper it 
quietly – in men’s biology? 
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Dr Robin Dunbar, leading evolutionary anthropologist and the godfather of friendship 
research, believes there is. He argues that men don’t become less likely to have intimate 
friendships; they are born that way. “What’s become very clear in the last decade,” Dunbar 
told me, “is the completely different way the social world of men and women works.” 
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The contrasting male and female social style is often characterised as “face-to-face” versus 
“side-by-side”. Women tend to socialise face-to-face with a strong preference for one-to-
one interactions, based around talk and intense emotional disclosure. Men, however, tend 
to socialise side-by-side, preferring to hang out in groups, where intimacy is demonstrated 
by doing stuff together – playing five-a-side, going fishing, climbing mountains and so on. 
For men then, activities are the main course of the social feast. 
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Take banter, for example. Yes, men can be absolutely brutal to one another. Yet aggression 
is often employed not as the opposite of intimacy, but as a strategy to achieve it. While 
laughter bares teeth, this underestimates the complexity of what’s going on in that moment. 
It ignores the context – the sacred space of friendship, where there’s a tacit agreement that 
we don’t actually think or feel what we profess to think or feel. While there is a perpetrator 
and a victim, everyone is in on the joke. When that’s understood, mordanti banter is actually 
a perverse form of love. It is, in a real sense, intimacy in action, communicating both “I know 
you” and “I know you trust that I’m not being cruel, that I have permission and that we are 
playing a game.” 
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Dunbar’s theory was interesting, because it implied that I had been looking at my best-man 
challenge from the wrong direction. Rather than focusing on improving the one-to-one 
friendships I had with the men in my life, maybe I should be focusing instead on rebuilding 
the contexts where male friendships happen, on what we could do together. These habitats 
had been razed and not replaced in my grownup life. It turned out my best-man quest was 
actually a rewildingii project. 

  
 Adapted from: https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2022/jul/09/when-it-comes-to-

banter-men-are-in-their-element-but-that-is-no-foundation-for-lasting-friendship 
 

  
 

i  mordant: having or showing a sharp or critical quality; biting. 
ii rewilding: restore (an area of land) to its natural uncultivated state. 
 
 

- Discuss how different features are used in this article to convey the writer’s view of  
friendship among men. 

END OF PAPER 
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